Name___________________

Date____________________

Mr. ____________ World History

Artifacts of Japan

Context: 

Artifacts - An object produced or shaped by human craft, especially a tool, weapon, or ornament of archaeological or historical interest. 

All of what we know about ancient societies is from either written documents or artifacts.  The ancient artifacts from Japan give an unparalleled look at the social, economic, political, religions, and artistic characteristics of this unique culture.

Task:  In the coming weeks your job is to create artifacts from ancient Japan that fit into particular areas of Japanese culture.  Each artifact you artistically create will have attached to it a name plate that gives the full historical significance and background of the artifact.

Directions

1. Choose three artifacts of ancient Japan.  You must find Japanese artifacts that satisfy four of the six categories on the checklist.  

2. In the Media Center and at home use the following web links to research your artifacts to find as much information as you can about each artifact.

3. At home over the holiday break, create, with any variety of artistic supplies, (Styrofoam, cardboard, paints, construction paper, etc.) these artifacts of Japanese culture.

4. Using the information you have gathered on each artifact create a name plate (like those you would see in a museum).  This name plate will give as much information about the artifact that pertains to its role in Japanese culture and its significance.

5. Coming back from the holiday break, we will have a work day in class where we will discuss the progress of each student and give you time to organize yourself and do additional research if necessary.

6. Two days prior to the presentation of the artifacts you will come up with a set of four questions about your artifacts that will be collect by your teacher before hand.

7. The project will be due _________________.  Each student will display their artifacts while other students go around and answer questions and examine the artifacts of others.  

Here’s the Deal:
I am challenging you to take initiative and complete this project over the holiday break.  This is a self motivated, creative assignment where you will get out of it exactly what you put into it.  This is not a difficult assignment but YOU need to put in effort to make it work!!!!!!!

Your artifacts must be comprised of four of these six components.  In other words, one of your three artifacts must have two of these components.  


Denotes Higher Status
Denotes Lower Status
Used By All Classes
Unique To The Samurai 
Unique To The Peasants
Unique To The Merchants
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Your three artifacts must also have representations of all the PERSIA categories.


Political
Economic
Religious
Social
Intellectual
Arts
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